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PROUD PARTNERS OF

FAST BREAK NOTES
Social Unrest
In light of social unrest and protest this past sum-
mer and into the fall, I think it is important that 
the WBCA takes a stand on this very important 
issue.  At the end of my notes, I have expressed 
the WBCA statement on this issue.

Guest Letters
Many times I have heard people say with good 
intentions that “I know how you feel.”  However, 
unless you are black, you do not know how a 
black American feels.  For that reason, I have asked two black WBCA 
members to give us their views on ‘Black Lives Matter’.  Their letters 
appear in this newsletter.

Yearbook
-

tion for high school basketball in the United States.  Coaches can order 
Yearbook at www.wbby.com

Membership
At this time we have around 2,800 members.  So we are behind our goal 
of 4,000 members.  Go to:  www. wisbca.org and sign up.

Virtual Fall Clinic
We had close to 800 Wisconsin coaches sign up for the WBCA Fall 
Clinic.  The event was the best in the United States and we cleared 

this newsletter.

All Star Games 2021
The All-Star games for 2021 will be held in July instead of June.  An ar-
ticle about this change is in this newsletter.  Also a nomination form for 
the potential players for the All-Star game is in this newsletter.

Hall of Fame Banquet for 2020 Inductees
The original banquet was postponed from Saturday, September 26th to 
Sunday, April 18th at the Wilderness Resort in Wisconsin Dells.

Equality of All:  A Message from the Executive Director
The WBCA believes that basketball can unite and inspire people to 
stand against all forms of discrimination.  It is an important time to reaf-

-
tion.  We stand up for the pursuit of equality for all.

WBCA CORPORATE SPONSORS

.
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to the 2020-2021 Season!

As of the time I am writing this letter approximately 80 schools will not be starting this season on No-
vember 16th  for the girls’ program and the 23rd for the boys’ program.  However, over 400 have started 
practice.  This season and school year are like none other the WBCA has had.  Our  Fall Clinic was 

-
working and social aspect of the face to face clinic.  It was a safe and useful alternative to the real clinic 
setting.  I think that it offered some positives and will be used in some capacity in the future.

The WIAA has worked very hard to try to balance the safety of kids with the wants and needs that 
they have to compete under.  The season itself will be different for every team, school, community and 
county. 

Speaking from our own situation here, we have had positive cases and quarantining, but our kids want 
-

cumstances we encounter safe for the players and give the players the best experience possible.

The WBCA and WIAA are also trying to do what is best under unprecedented circumstances.  The 
decisions made may not always make everyone happy, but that is always the case when a decision is 
made that affects other people.  Critics will be there no matter what is decided.  As it is, this is still about 
the kids and, and whatever situation your school is in, let’s try to be leaders and make the best of it.

Good luck and stay safe!

Dan Witter, WBCA President

ALL-STAR GAMES MOVED TO JULY

Hopefully, we can put 2020 behind us and plan for a much better 2021.  That sentiment also applies 
to the WBCA boys’ and girls’ All-Star games.  The 2021 All-Star games will be moved to July, due to 
altered season dates for girls’ soccer, boys’ and girls’ track, softball and baseball.

The girls’ All-Star games will be held on Wednesday, July 14th and the boys’ All-Star games will be held 
on Thursday, July 15th.  All games will be played at JustAgame Fieldhouse in Wisconsin Dells.  The 
events’ banquets will be held the night before each respective game at the Kalahari Convention Center 
in the Dells.

All-Star nominations nomination forms will be accessible earlier this year, as the end dates for boys’ 
and girls’ basketball have been moved up.  Player selection meetings will be different this year due to 
possible state tournaments being at different sites throughout the state.  More on that will be coming 
in future correspondence.  Please pay attention to deadlines for All-Star player nominations and Aca-
demic All-State forms.
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TIME TO TIP-OFF
By Dennis Semrau

ESPN Madison

never be the same due to the COVID-19 pandemic. So when it comes to something we have a pas-
sion for – high school sports and basketball in particular – what are we going to do? If you want to 

Services. The death toll from COVID-19 keeps rising, hospital beds around the state are reaching full 
capacity and while a vaccine is around the corner, who knows how long it will take to be administered 
and who will take it? But while we have been treading water for nearly nine months, postponing event 
after event, life must go on. For those schools that participated in fall sports, congratulations on making 
it work.

Those schools and districts that opted out, hopefully the proposed alternative fall season in the spring 
will work. But as we move indoors for winter prep sports, no such option exists.
With the opening of the girls and boys basketball seasons the past two weeks, nearly all schools in 
Dane County including four in the Madison Public Schools system, have delayed the start of the sea-
son, most to near the end of January, due to the pandemic. That includes Madison Country Day School 
and the Madison Abundant Life/St. Ambrose co-op program, which have cancelled their entire seasons.
That could be the tip of the iceberg.

It might not seem fair to nearby programs that don’t have that option.After all, many club basketball 
programs held successful events last summer and into the fall. There is no evidence that participants 
weren’t exposed to the pandemic at those events. But event organizers did their best to follow strict 
protocols to ensure fans and coaches and players wore masks and were socially distanced. 

While in-person schooling has switched to a virtual setting for many school districts, concern still ex-
ists regarding the physical and mental being of our children and grandchildren? The lack of a school 
routine, socialization and physical activity has been impactful in so many devastating ways for so many 
kids. Two that come to mind are increases in suicide and drug use. Yet, it is not fair regarding high 
school sports in Wisconsin that some kids playing and others are not.

Dane County, which includes Madison, is exceptionally strict on what is allowed and not allowed due 
to the pandemic. Public Health Madison and Dane County recently issued an emergency order that 
banned “indoor gatherings of any size” and limited outdoor get-togethers to 10 people or less with 
physical distancing until Dec. 16. That included in-person sports and competitions.The Madison Met-
ropolitan School District has delayed starting in-person play until Jan. 25 at the earliest. The Big Eight 
Conference won’t hold conference competitions and name conference champions during the winter 
sports season, in response to the coronavirus outbreak.

different approaches that are being taken in regards to positive tests. Some require an entire team/

students are forced to endure virtual education due to the pandemic, why does that prevent them from 
participating in sports? Allowing extracurricular activities doesn’t mean a school values sports over 
education.
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On the contrary, it means you equally value students’ mental health and well-being.
Ever since the boys’ and girls’ state basketball tournaments were cancelled due to the pandemic, life 
has spun out of control. But our children need an opportunity to play. They need to socialize. They need 
physical activity. That only makes sense.

Last August, the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association (WIAA) provided fall sports teams the 
option of moving to a spring season. At this time, though, no such option exists for winter sports.
Providing one doesn’t seem feasible due to the tight calendar which has already shortened the winter 
and spring sports seasons. That gets to the point about whether or not to forge ahead and at least try 
to provide winter sports, basketball in particular. Now, more than ever, is a time to think outside the box.
Like during the fall, Madison Edgewood and Marshall have opted to give it a try. The schools will com-
pete in winter sports, including boys and girls basketball, although at this time they will play only away 
games, outside of Dane County.

Many potential roadblocks exist to enable the basketball season to mirror the successes of a fall volley-
ball season, which was able to not only complete a regular season schedule – albeit with some bumps 

volunteers to staff the events will also be a challenge. But who is to say it will be any better in the spring 
or early summer?

spring sports seasons. Again, life isn’t fair that some can compete and others can’t. Outside of a shut-
down mandate by the government, opinions will vary by community. But regardless, we owe it to our 
children to exhaust all options. They are worth it.

--WBCA—

Dennis Semrau is a member of the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association Executive Board as a 
media member and has been a sports writer and broadcaster covering high school sports since 1982.

TIME TO TIP-OFF CONT.
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“THOUGHTS ON BEING A COMPLETE OFFICIAL”
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BASKETBALL FAQ’S
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BASKETBALL FAQ’S CONT.
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WBCA HALL OF FAME GETTING A FEW UPDATES
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-WBCA Past President
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Cliff Thompson - Retired Superintendent, Sauk Praire Schools
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BLACK LIVES MATTER

Harry Oden - WBCA Executive Board Member
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WBCA ONLINE ALL-STAR NOMINATION PROCESS

menu header “Nomination Forms” –> “WBCA All-Star Game”. You may also type in this url: https://wisbca.org/
nomination-forms/allstar_nominations.php.

Nominating your student-athlete online is the only way for them to be considered for participation in the games.

ONLY A HEAD VARISTY COACH WHO IS A MEMBER OF THE WBCA CAN NOMINATE A PLAYER.

Only graduating student athletes are eligible to play in the games. If a student fails to graduate, he or she will 
NOT be allowed to paly in the All-Star games. 

nominated for the games. Furthermore, if a violation occurs after they have been selected for the team they 

-

2020 WBCA All-Star Game Dates
     • Girls – July 14th
     • Boys – July 15th

Lastly, each participant in the games is required to raise a minimum of $500 as a part of our fundraising efforts 
towards a number of charitable contributions. The WBCA covers lodging, meals, and gear for the All-Stars, 
so there are no additional expenses for the All-Stars besides fundraising. As the nominating coach, you are 
guaranteeing that the nominated student-athlete will raise the required funds to participate in the games. 

Selection meetings and deadlines to nominate are TBD.
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SCRIMMAGES
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THANK YOU
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THANK YOU

Nate Landis - Producer, Championship Videos
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THANK YOU
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THANK YOU



WisBCA.org | @WisBCA Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association | Time Out Newsletter | December 2020    19      



WisBCA.org | @WisBCA Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association | Time Out Newsletter | December 2020    20      

BOYS BASKETBALL COACH VOICE OPINIONS ON 
UPCOMING SEASON, THE WIAA, WEARING OF MASKS

BY: MARK MILLER
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SPORT-SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR WINTER SPORTS



WisBCA.org | @WisBCA Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association | Time Out Newsletter | December 2020    31      

SPORT-SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR WINTER SPORTS CONT.
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SPORT-SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR WINTER SPORTS CONT.


