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PROUD PARTNERS OF

FAST BREAK NOTES
Fall Clinic
Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, we will not be 
allowed to have a live Fall Clinic.  In its place, we will 
have an unbelievable virtual clinic.  This clinic will 

Wisconsin.  Also, it has some of the biggest names 
in college basketball.  I’ve always said that Wiscon-

-
es in America.  Because of the virus, the WBCA 
needs to have a great virtual clinic.  For the last 
six months, we have had no money coming in to 
our bank account.  Our goal is for 1,000 Wisconsin 
coaches to sign up.  With over 100 speakers, it works out to be less than $1 per 
speaker.  The bottom line for the WBCA is to maintain all of its great programs 
and awards.  We need all members of the WBCA to sign up for this great clinic.  
A list of all the speakers and registration information is found in this newsletter. 
 
All-State Banquet  

were mailed out to all 50 boys and 50 girls.
 
All-Star Games  
In one of the toughest decisions that I have ever had to make, the 2020 

that were occurring in th4e state of Wisconsin.  Even though the games 

be made to the  MACC Fund, Camp Waubeek and Garding Against Cancer.  

 
WBCA-NFHS Showcase   
This elite show case was scheduled in June at Kaukauna.  The event was 

if possible.
 
WBCA Showcase   
This showcase, open to all high school boy and girl players, was also can-

-
ber and Coach Lee Rabas of Neenah will be running it.  More info on this 
event can be found in this newsletter.

WBCA CORPORATE SPONSORS
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FAST BREAK NOTES CONT. 
WBCA Hall of Fame Banquet   

-

to follow.  Additional information about this event will be forthcoming in a future newsletter.

Membership   

found in this newsletter.  Remember that WBCA memberships and the Fall Clinic fees are separate!

Health Issues  

After surgery and radiation treatments, she is cancer free and doing well.  In mid-June I was diagnosed with a scalp mela-
noma.  After two surgeries, I am cancer free.  I will have some radiation  treatments.  The prognosis is good and Joan and 

Feeding America   
I am very proud of the job Jon Nedelcoff and Jay Benish did on the spring WBCA Virtual Clinic.  It was a huge success.  
Because of their work, the WBCA was able to donate around $5,400 to a great organization, “Feeding America”.

Thank You  

reality.
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LOCKER ROOM 1
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LOCKER ROOM 2
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LOCKER ROOM 3
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WISCONSIN BASKETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION – JULY 31, 2020
UPPENA, OLSON RECIPIENTS OF WBCA LEGACY LEADERSHIP AWARD

WISCONSIN DELLS – The Wisconsin Basketball Coach-

Games celebration in June due to the coronavirus pandemic.                                                               
But that didn’t stop the organization from selecting WBCA ex-
ecutive board member Dennis Uppena of Cassville and re-
cent graduate Brady Olson of Cuba City as recipients of the 
second annual WBCA Legacy Leadership Award.

The award was established in 2019 to honor the legacy, lead-
ership, and lives of WBCA Executive Board members John 

-
tionships and achievement as Board members.

The WBCA Legacy Leadership award is presented to an Ex-
ecutive Board member and a high school student-athlete who 

and service. These leaders do their best each and every day 
to bring out the best in others. 

-

of Fame in 2009 after serving as the school’s varsity boys’ 
basketball coach for 29 years. 

WBCA, said of Uppena. “He’s a great coach and an even better person. A great contributor to the success of 
the WBCA, you couldn’t ask for a better gentleman than Dennis Uppena.”

six state championship game appearances and three state championships, including back-to-back unbeaten 
seasons in 1994 and 1995. He was selected as the WBCA Coach of the Year in 1995.

for six years and the Mr. Basketball selection co-chair for two years. 

and served two separate stints as a member of the coaches advisory council to the WIAA 
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Olson, a 2020 Cuba City graduate, served as a team captain and starting point guard for Hall of Fame coach 

“Brady is a leader who regularly demonstrates strong character. As a goal-centered student-athlete, he not 
only sets goals but he involves other people in his process of setting goals, the easy part, and then laying out 

bid for a state tournament berth was ended by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

business and pursue a career as a college basketball coach, A 
four-year letter winner in basketball, he earned a varsity letter 

basketball before moving to Cuba City before his sophomore 
year.

Hall of Fame awards ceremony, which has been rescheduled 
-

ness Resort in Wisconsin Dells.

--WBCA—
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Question 1:  Since you have been on the job about two years,“What is the most rewarding part of 
your job?”

AD’s, etc…
       • the joys kids experience through sports.

         into sports.
       • the growth that can be seen by individuals, teams, communities, as it relates to sports.
All of these things I see from my vantage point, and know that, while I am not directly involved anymore, I have 
a job that helps to forge a pathway for these things to happen in high school athletics.

I see the success measured in the growth of the individuals who participate.  Athletes, who submit themselves 

and take these lessons into the rest of their life…athletics have been “successful”.  Certainly, a coach can look at 
those same criteria – and determine whether or not they have advanced their individual players in this manner.  

Question 3:  What are your thoughts about “no-cut” policies in basketball?
To be honest, I have not ever been a part of a program where “cutting players” was necessary or discussed.  I 
am sure there are arguments for both sides.  I believe that the bigger picture is about the concept that being a 
member of the team – in any capacity – can be a valuable growth experience.  The valuable lessons I touched 

Question 4:  What do you believe is the appropriate role of parents in an athletic program?
There are all kids of parents, with all kinds of agendas – but they have one thing in common…they adore their 
kids and want them to be happy.  It is my belief that parents need to give their kids the space to learn and grow 

they are for the kids.  I have always felt that parents who do not support the members of the team or the coach-

with negative comments about players, coaches, offenses, defenses, play calling, discipline, decision making, 

I have often used this example with my own team…Imagine a situation where a head basketball coach has the 
philosophy that the best way to play the game is to get 100 shots off, per game.  They hire a staff of coaches who 
share their philosophy, and they have a team full of players who are ALL IN on playing that style of basketball!  

Now imagine a team where the head coach has that philosophy, but he/she has one assistant who is skepti-

is ridiculous.  When home, the parents share their thoughts with their kids, and the kids grow skeptical of the 
philosophy, as well.  

Which team will be more successful?  Does it really matter WHAT the philosophy is…if ALL are on board?
-

porting the program, is actually supporting their child, as well.  I believe it is vital to the growth of a player, to hear 
from their parents – no matter what role their child has on the team – that they are doing good work, and should 

INTERVIEW WITH KATE ABIAH (WIAA ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR)
BY:JERRY PETITGOUE

D
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Question 5:  What role do you see club athletics playing in a high school athletes’ career?
Clubs exist because kids LOVE to play sports!  If athletes are able to work with good coaches in their high 
school, AND good coaches in their club/AAU, then the improvement with be greater.  When kids play for both 

club involvement, but instead about the impact those programs have on the athlete.  If all are operating with the 
best interest of the kid in mind – they can have a lasting and positive impact on the development of the athlete.

Question  6:  If we are not able to start our season for girls on Monday, November 9th and the boys on 
November 16th, what would be the plan look like for both the girls’ and boys’ season?  What would be 
the options?  
The Board of Control will be meeting on Friday, August 14, to discuss an alternate model for those who are not 
able to start sports on the dates that are currently on the table.  There may be a possibility of schools, individually, 
choosing the model that will work in their school district.  We will know more after the Board of Control meeting.

Question 7: If we had a shortened season for both girls and boys, would it put pressure on having enough 

This has not yet been discussed.  There are many, many things that must be considered as sports seasons be-

Question 8:  If we don’t have a season, potentially AAU will do so anyway.  Unfortunately, some AAU 
programs and tournaments do not have as strict COVID protocols as schools might have in place.  What 
are your feelings on this?

state of Wisconsin.  We are communicating this message to those who are making the state-wide mandates, in 
hopes that we will be able to move forward.

Question 9:  How important do you feel athletics are in a student’s life?

and fans?

Question 11:  Having been a very successful college coach, do you miss that part of your life?

job with the WIAA.  I enjoyed the competition and the game strategy.  I enjoyed the interaction with the student-
athletes. I miss the travel opportunities.  I enjoyed the recruiting connections that I made through the years.  It 
is a fast-paced life, with a lot of “big days”.  That type of lifestyle fed my soul.  But I had to keep in mind that all 

lives – rather than our careers.  It was an incredible ride – and fun while it lasted!  But now on to the next phase 
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The “Game” Within The Game 
By Terry Erickson 

Assignor Viterbo University Men’s and Women’s Basketball Officials 
Assignor Emmaus Bible College Men’s and Women’s Basketball Officials 

Executive Board Member of the WBCA 
 

This is a challenging time for everyone.  The COVID -19 pandemic has changed our lives as we are hoping to find some form of 
normalcy in the weeks and months ahead. 
 
Basketball officials have lost opportunities to work into the post season, attend camps and clinics, and referee summer 
tournaments and leagues.  I know many officials are hesitant to return to the world of officiating in the upcoming season. 
I hope safety factors will be in place to provide a level of comfort in working games.   
 
In the mean time, it’s important that officials remain connected to the game.  With the absence of on court experiences, we can 
still find creative solutions for our off season training needs.  We can continue to read articles, find on-line officiating sources, 
and work to improve our level of fitness.  All these are part of the continuing education expectations for officials in the self –
evaluation process.   
 
As we look to the season ahead, we need to know the importance of the “Game within the Game”.  Every official knows the 
importance of the rules of the game.  Let’s look at the unwritten rules which we need to follow as well.   
 

1. When you THINK you saw something, you didn’t.  There are times you will be focused on action in your coverage area 
but something on the farthest edge of your peripheral vision will draw your attention.  You might say, “That looked like 
a foul, but I didn’t see the whole thing, I think I’m going to call it.”  That is unacceptable.  See the whole play. Instincts 
may guide you in the right direction.  However, your eyes will trump everything else.   
 

2. Keep the game moving.  Often times, officials are the cause of a game going too long.  Do everything possible to make a 
dead ball live again to get the clocking running as soon as possible.  That does not mean neglecting important duties or 
rushing teams.  It does mean efficiency with substitutions, enforcing penalties and hustling to your next position.  This 
is especially important after a controversial call as a long delay will only escalate a volatile situation. 

 
3. Give a longer leash to those in charge.  In other words, those that are not in charge get a shorter leash.  Yes, listen to 

head coaches as long as they don’t cross the proverbial line.  Communication, including listening to perceived concerns 
and grievances is part of game management.  Assistant coaches, players and other bench personnel should not be given 
the same patience or privilege.   

 
4. When in doubt, do what is expected.  Officials need to mainly apply descriptive rules to fluid situations. But, there are 

times when an official may not immediately be certain what action to take after observing a play.  For example, an 
official may have doubt when two players collide and go flying to the floor.  Block or charge?  Make a call even if it’s 
wrong.  Don’t run away from the play or shrug your shoulders.  You will lose credibility fast.   

 
5. Answer questions, not statements.  Coaches say a lot during a game. Much of what they say does not need a response.  

We should know when a coach crosses the line with an inappropriate comment. What does deserve a respectful 
response is a legitimate question.  Answer with clarity, confidence and dignity.   

 
6. When a game is obviously over, concentration needs to be stronger.  We have all officiated games that are decided 

early on, often before half-time.  Teams have a tendency to start going through the motions which makes it easy for 
officials to do the same.  Thoughts of home, work, meetings next week, or your next game can easily grab your 
attention instead of the game in front of you.  That’s the time to increase your focus as much as possible.  Don’t allow 
yourself to be distracted by anything. Above all, don’t physically quit on the game.  Apply personal pride and draw upon 
inner strength to stay in the game.  

 
I hope these suggestions will be beneficial as you look with eagerness and excitement to the 20-21 basketball season. 
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At Friday's regularly-scheduled WIAA Board of Control meeting, the Association moved forward with fall sports 
offerings, adjusting calendars for winter and spring sports to accommodate schools that will move fall sports 

Under this plan, schools can choose to proceed as planned with fall sports. Or, they can opt to postpone fall 
sports into the spring, where there will be reduced seasons available for those sports.

All schools will see the schedules and calendars for winter and spring sports adjusted as a result. While the 
maximum number of regular season games as well as the length of the postseason for those sports is un-
changed, the total number of weeks is reduced, with the winter sports tournaments moved up two to three 
weeks depending on the sport. 

based on WIAA decisions.

After winter sports are completed, the adjusted fall sports seasons would take place, to be followed by spring 

contests available and postseason weeks, but the total season would be contested in a shorter window, with 
the playoffs pushed back several weeks, depending on the sport.

-

games.

         scheduling

         football, where teams will be given the ability to play a total of seven games between fall and spring

         this could be a bracketed playoff, regional matchups, or other options

WIAA NOTES
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         while all other sports would be reduced to eight

         is on schools traveling to Florida, Las Vegas, California, etc., not on stopping schools near state borders 
         from playing against neighboring states

      • Teams that are eliminated from the state playoffs can schedule additional games, as long as they do 
         not exceed regular season game limits
      • Emergency approval can be granted for co-ops as a result of lower numbers of loss of another 
         co-op school

         remaining days during the school year, but outside their sport season and a one-week dead period prior
         to that season

forward for high school sports is in place.

WISCONSIN BASKETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION MAY VIRTUAL SPRING  
CLINIC A HUGE SUCCESS FOR FEEDING AMERICA

 

which all proceeds went to Feeding America.  The clinic, created by Jay Benish, Jon Nedelcoff, and powered 

-

greater camaraderie amongst the WBCA organization and beyond.
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Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association
 

Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association

 

$50

$50
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Leadership

   Cuba City

   La Crosse

   Oshkosh West

   Wisconsin Rapids

   Cuba City

   Wisconsin Dells

Event Leadership

   Monroe

   Monroe

   Dodgeville
Jon Nedelcoff, Fall Clinic Co-Director
   Oregon
Jay Benish, Fall Clinic Co-Director
   Mukwonago

Division Reps

Tim Chase, D2 Girls Rep
   Beaver Dam 

   Bloomer
Kim Weber, D4 Girls Rep
   Cameron

   Northwood

   Kaukauna

   Wisconsin Dells

   Wisconsin Dells

   Fall Creek

   Blair Taylor
Kyle Rechlicz, College Women’s Rep
   UW-Milwaukee
Greg Gard, College Men’s Rep
   UW-Madison
Jack Hervert, Jr. College Rep/Miss Basketball*
   Milwaukee
Jeff Boos, Madison Area Rep*

Calvin Rayford, Milwaukee City Rep*
   Milwaukee
Jason Martzke, Northwest Rep
   Fall Creek
Mark Meerstein, Green Bay Rep
   Green Bay N.E.W. Lutheran
Chris Zwettler, AD Rep
   Edgewood

   Edgewood

   Monroe

Cliff Thompson, Legacy Award Chr./Merchandizing

   Madison

   Wisconsin Dells

   Neenah

   Cassville
Lance Marifke, Milwaukee Clinic Chr.

*Hall of Fame Committee
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Appointments

   Watertown
John Cary, Advisor
   Milwaukee

   Ashwaubenon

    Oshkosh North

   La Crosse

 Madison

Danielle Johnson, Legal Advisor
   Madison 
Norbert Durst, Media Rep

Travis Wilson, Advisor/Media Rep     
    Reedsburg
Tom Andres, Administration Consultant Rep
   Merrimac

*Hall of Fame Committee

Hall of Fame Committee Only

Cliff Christl, Green  Bay

John Handel, Elkhorn

Dave Vander Muelen, Madison
Dr. Harry Oden, Milwaukee
Jim Myers, Barneveld

Mark Miller, Madison
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Kirk Kaul, Coporate Sponsors Co-Chair

West
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MIDWEST PREP SHOWCASE TO BE HELD AT JUSTAGAME ON SEPTEMBER 5

The event is aimed at high caliber 9th-12th grade boys and girls looking to show their skills to college coaches 
from across the Midwest.

 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran College
Carroll University
UW-La Crosse
UW-Oshkosh
Beloit College
Lakeland University  
 

$100 entry includes a reversible.
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2019-2020 CONFERENCE CHAMPS
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2019-2020 AWARD WINNERS
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2019-2020 CONFERENCE CHAMPS



WisBCA.org | @WisBCA

2019-2020 CONFERENCE CHAMPS
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2020 WBCA HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
“Friends”

Joe Boucher, Madison
Jamie Koepp, Watertown

“Referees”

Jack Fleming, New Berlin

“Players-Girls”
Jess Arneson, Barneveld
Mary Berghuis, Brillion

“Players-Boys”
Jeff Askew, Milwaukee Washington

Terry Black, Milwaukee Messner
Michael Gutter, Milwaukee Lincoln

Mike Koehler, Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah

“Assistant Coaches”
Bill Greer, Clinton

“College Coaches”

“High School Coaches”

Kevin Bruggink, Oostburg
Tom Diener, Milw. Vincent, Milw. Hamilton, Cedarburg

Lucky Wurtz, Kimberly, Waupun, Laconia
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2020 WBCA ACADEMIC ALL-STATE
Boys:
Tanor Bortolini  Kewaunee
Michael Casper  Merrill
Ben Emler  Columbus
Caleb Flaten-Moore  Oconomowoc
Isaac Hemmersbach  Cashton
Casey Kahl  Turtle Lake
Dennis Matott  Assumption
Charlie Neuenschwander  Hudson 
Tyler Roeder  Kohler

Cooper Weinfurter  Auburndale
Caleb Williams  Wild Rose

Girls:
Brooke Ehle  Waunakee  
Bridget Froehlke  Wrightstown 

Lydia Nelson  Green Bay N.E.W. Lutheran 

Katie Rohner  Waterford Union 
Julianna Rosen  Clear Lake

Grace Tostrud  Monroe 
Liz Uhl  Oregon
Emma Wagner  Valders
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BOYS’ TEAM ACADEMIC ALL-STATE
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GIRLS’ TEAM ACADEMIC ALL-STATE
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HALL OF FAME NEWS
The WBCA Hall of Fame has gone through a few changes the past couple months, with more to come.  The 
1,000 point scoring area has all been redone with new printing of all the scorers’ plates, which were also put 

-
ries. We are always looking for new stories that are worthy of the Hall of Fame and also need people to write 
those stories. If you have any new stories and would like to write a short description, we can arrange to get that 
printed and put up in the Hall of Fame. Ideas can be sent to Joan and Jerry or to Justagame.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

and reminders.  This year that will not help at all.  This year we are in unprecedented times.  Every county, city 
and school district are in different forms of dealing with Covid-19.  The things one place or program is dealing 

July and others still have not opened.  With the constant changes and continued unknowns, we are left trying 
to do what is best for our players.

The WIAA Board of Control came out with a calendar for this year which provides for an alternative season 
and shortens winter and spring seasons.  Now it is left up to each school district to decide what they will do 
with fall sports.  With that, coaches are planners and this is tough trying to plan ahead while knowing things 
may change again.

Within the next few weeks things will be decided by schools and then we will see what happens when school 
starts.  It is my hope that all coaches will be what we ask our players to be, cooperative and adaptable.  Also, 
we will all have to show leadership and perseverance.  I don’t know what the next few weeks have in store for 
us, but I am hoping for the best.

Within this newsletter, there will be a lot of information  as far as the Fall Clinic., WBCA membership and all 
the changes taking place.

 Yours in Basketball

 Dan. Witter, Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln


